In this editorial, I discuss the reasons why students would want to publish their academic work, as well as the benefits of publishing in Leviathan: Interdisciplinary journal in English specifically. I then introduce the articles in the first issue.
Publish or perish. For those comfortable in the academy, there's at least one unmistakable incentive for getting your ideas published: You don't get to stay if you don't do it. For students, who may not want any part of academia after graduation, the reasons why you should publish are perhaps less clear.
In this short editorial for the first issue of Leviathan: Interdisciplinary Journal in English, I will try to make at least some of them clear. I will then say something about what it means to publish in Leviathan specifically. Finally, I will introduce the articles of the issue.
First the lofty argument. Good ideas matter; bad ideas clutter. When you show your ideas to the world, the world can push back against them, revealing their applications and exposing their cracks. Academic publication is about making private ideas public, and that can certainly be a worthwhile goal in itself. Ideas made public through Leviathan specifically will get a prominent and stable platform. DOI identification, to be implemented following the release of this first issue, means that articles won't be made hidden or unavailable by changes at the level of the hosting platform, and that all published materials will be indexed through Crossref's extensive databases.
Another good reason to publish your work, and let's be frank, is personal recognition. If you wrote a cogent and innovative paper within your field of study, you deserve credit. A good grade is nice, but a publication means that you will have something more substantive to show for your efforts.
Publication in Leviathan is a testimony to precocious academic proficiency. It shows that the author is ahead of the curve within his or her area of specialization. That is not a bad thing to be able to demonstrate in a videnssamfund. For example, publication in the journal can be one way of making yourself visible to a PhD selection committee.
Finally, you may simply want to get your paper published to help your fellow student out. If a student's paper is recommended for publication by a member of faculty, then that member of faculty considers the paper an instructive example for other students. It will be used as such. Philosophers and psychologists tell us that the thesis of psychological egoism, the idea that we are ultimately only motivated toward benefitting ourselves, is false. We apparently really do care about the fortune of other people. Perhaps that is true-my heart, hardened by the villains I study, is not so sure. But yes, there's altruism in it.
Leviathan is meant to be a journal that will help students test their ideas, get recognition for their hard work, and help other students by providing them with exemplars of academic writing. The journal is modeled on the format of the refereed academic journal: It incorporates a review procedure-the faculty of the Department of English, Aarhus University decide what's recommended for the journal-and it publishes academically specialized papers that aim to produce new knowledge.
I hope you will like it. 
